
Political	power	in	the	new	community	(Mark	10:	32-45)	

		
A	Third	Time	Jesus	Foretells	His	Death	and	Resurrection	
32	They	were	on	the	road,	going	up	to	Jerusalem,	and	Jesus	was	walking	ahead	of	
them;	they	were	amazed,	and	those	who	followed	were	afraid.	He	took	the	twelve	
aside	again	and	began	to	tell	them	what	was	to	happen	to	him,	33saying,	‘See,	we	are	
going	up	to	Jerusalem,	and	the	Son	of	Man	will	be	handed	over	to	the	chief	priests	
and	the	scribes,	and	they	will	condemn	him	to	death;	then	they	will	hand	him	over	to	
the	Gentiles;	34they	will	mock	him,	and	spit	upon	him,	and	flog	him,	and	kill	him;	and	
after	three	days	he	will	rise	again.’		

The	Request	of	James	and	John	
35	James	and	John,	the	sons	of	Zebedee,	came	forward	to	him	and	said	to	him,	
‘Teacher,	we	want	you	to	do	for	us	whatever	we	ask	of	you.’	36And	he	said	to	them,	
‘What	is	it	you	want	me	to	do	for	you?’	37And	they	said	to	him,	‘Grant	us	to	sit,	one	at	
your	right	hand	and	one	at	your	left,	in	your	glory.’	38But	Jesus	said	to	them,	‘You	do	
not	know	what	you	are	asking.	Are	you	able	to	drink	the	cup	that	I	drink,	or	be	
baptized	with	the	baptism	that	I	am	baptized	with?’	39They	replied,	‘We	are	able.’	
Then	Jesus	said	to	them,	‘The	cup	that	I	drink	you	will	drink;	and	with	the	baptism	
with	which	I	am	baptized,	you	will	be	baptized;	40but	to	sit	at	my	right	hand	or	at	my	
left	is	not	mine	to	grant,	but	it	is	for	those	for	whom	it	has	been	prepared.’		

41	When	the	ten	heard	this,	they	began	to	be	angry	with	James	and	John.	42So	Jesus	
called	them	and	said	to	them,	‘You	know	that	among	the	Gentiles	those	whom	they	
recognize	as	their	rulers	lord	it	over	them,	and	their	great	ones	are	tyrants	over	them.	
43But	it	is	not	so	among	you;	but	whoever	wishes	to	become	great	among	you	must	
be	your	servant,	44and	whoever	wishes	to	be	first	among	you	must	be	slave	of	all.	
45For	the	Son	of	Man	came	not	to	be	served	but	to	serve,	and	to	give	his	life	a	ransom	
for	many.’		
(Translation	©	Lawrence	Moore,	Mark	for	Missional	Disciples,	Walking	the	Walk	Publications,	2018)	
	

Commentary	

	

The	narrative	significance	of	the	passion	predictions	

Poor	Mark!		He	goes	to	all	the	trouble	of	carefully	constructing	a	great	story,	only	to	

have	it	sabotaged	by	the	Lectionary	compilers.		If	you’re	following	the	Lectionary	at	

this	point,	you’ll	have	realised	that	they’ve	gone	and	left	out	the	third	passion	

prediction	from	today’s	reading,	so	that	it	appears	as	though	the	account	of	James’	

and	John’s	request	is	a	direct	continuation	of	last	week.		It	isn’t.		We	have	already	

learned	that	we	need	to	pay	close	attention	to	the	narrative	symbolics	of	geography	



and	movement	in	Mark’s	gospel.		This	section	(10:32ff)	opens	with	an	interesting	

picture:	the	group	is	on	the	move	again,	going	up	to	Jerusalem.		Luke,	you	will	recall,	

makes	the	journey	to	Jerusalem	a	central	narrative	motif	to	emphasise	what	Mark	is	

telling	us	here.		Ever	since	Caesarea	Philippi	(8:27ff),	Jesus	has	been	trying	to	impress	

upon	an	increasingly	resistant	group	of	The	Twelve	that	this	is	not	a	journey	to	glory	

but	to	death.		It	is	the	Way	of	the	Cross.		

		

The	passion	predictions	are	a	three-part	“set	piece”.		Each	adds	further	detail,	

provokes	further	resistance,	and	is	the	occasion	for	Jesus	to	spell	out	more	and	more	

clearly	the	implications	of	the	Way	of	the	Cross	as	the	only	road	of	true	

discipleship.		Mark’s	point	is	simple	yet	vital:	the	Way	of	the	Cross	is	also	the	

disintegration	of	the	discipleship	narrative.		The	self-sacrifice	demanded	by	the	Way	

means	that	Jesus	will	end	up	abandoned	by	his	followers.		He	will	face	the	cross	

utterly	alone	–	abandoned	not	only	by	the	disciples	but	by	God!		We	need	to	look	

more	closely	at	how	Mark	constructs	his	narrative	at	this	point,	in	order	to	feel	the	

full	force	of	the	story	of	James’	and	John’s	request	to	Jesus.	

		

The	passion	predictions,	resistance	and	the	demands	of	discipleship	

First	passion	prediction:	Mark	8:	27-38	

The	first	passion	prediction	follows	immediately	upon	the	heels	of	Peter’s	confession	

of	Jesus	as	“Messiah”.		“Messiah”,	you	will	remember,	is	a	code	word	in	Peter’s	

language	for	glory.		Jesus	says,	“No,	this	is	the	way	of	death”.		Peter’s	response	is	to	

say,	“No	way,	Jesus!		Let’s	stop	that	sort	of	nonsense	right	now!”	and	leads	to	the	

saying	about	losing	one’s	life	in	order	to	save	it.		There	is	no	other	way	than	through	

self-sacrifice	and	death.		Everything	must	die	precisely	in	order	for	something	new	to	

rise	from	its	ashes.	

		

Second	passion	prediction:	Mark	9:	30-49	

Note	that	each	passion	prediction	is	demarcated	geographically:	in	9:30	they	“move	

on”	and	come	to	Capernaum.		These	stopping	places	are	landmarks	on	the	way	to	

Jerusalem.		The	closer	they	get,	the	more	the	conflict	between	the	Way	of	the	Cross	

and	the	disciples’	expectations	are	thrown	into	sharp	relief.		



		

The	second	passion	prediction	leads	to	the	debate	about	greatness,	as	we	saw	

(Pentecost	16).		Jesus	uses	the	example	of	how	the	disciples	rate	the	greatness	of	a	

child	to	show	the	contrast	between	“greatness”	in	God’s	economy	and	his	

contemporary	society.		It’s	about	power	–	which	leads	immediately	into	the	story	of	

the	unknown	exorcist.		The	section	ends	with	the	sayings	on	cutting	off	offending	

parts	of	the.	

		

The	second	and	third	passion	predictions	are	linked	by	another	stopping	place	on	the	

way	to	Jerusalem:	the	occasion	for	teaching	about	the	new	family	arrangements	in	

the	kingdom,	receiving	the	gift	of	the	kingdom	as	a	child	and	the	story	of	the	rich	

man.	

		

The	third	passion	prediction:	Mark	10:	32-45	

This	section	opens	with	the	dramatic	picture	of	Jesus	striding	ahead	of	everyone	

else,	being	followed	by	crowds	(including	The	Twelve)	who,	significantly,	are	amazed	

and	fearful	(v32).		Their	unease	is	supposed	to	tell	us	something:	they	are	beginning	

to	have	second	thoughts	about	following.		They	are	dragging	along	behind,	

unwillingly.		There	is	a	sense	of	impending	disaster	that	quite	properly	causes	

fear.		This	is	the	Way	of	the	Cross	–	and	they	don’t	like	it	one	little	bit!	

		

In	this	context,	Jesus	takes	The	Twelve	aside	and	is	absolutely	explicit	about	what	is	

going	to	happen	to	him	(v32b-34).		There	can	be	no	doubt	about	what	is	

ahead.		Significantly,	Jesus	says	that	he	will	be	handed	over	to	the	Gentiles.		In	other	

words,	all	of	his	support	base	will	melt	away.		He	has	spent	time	in	both	the	Jewish	

and	Gentile	regions	around	the	Galilee.		Yet	none	of	the	support	he	has	found	will	be	

able	to	save	him.		Importantly,	Jesus	doesn’t	want	saving	–	at	least	in	the	sense	that	

he	knows	that	this	is	his	mission,	and	is	deliberately	choosing	the	Way	of	the	

Cross.		This	is	his	purpose.		This	is	why	they	are	heading	inexorably	towards	

Jerusalem.	

		

And	what	is	the	disciples’	reaction?		It	is	to	behave	as	though	their	script	was	the	one	



operating!		They	are	blind	to	what	Jesus	is	telling	them	–	wilfully	blind.		That	is	why,	

at	the	next	stopping	point	(Jericho),	Mark	records	the	healing	of	Bartimaeus.		Here	

was	a	blind	man	who	anted	to	see;	the	disciples	see	but	wish	to	be	blind	to	the	

demands	of	the	Way	of	the	Cross.	

	

“We	want	power”	

This	brings	us	to	today’s	gospel	passage.		James	and	John	come	to	Jesus	with	a	

straightforward	request:	we	want	power.		If	this	is	about	the	kingdom,	and	Jesus	is	

the	king,	then	it	makes	perfect	sense	to	check	out	the	availability	of	key	court	

appointments	with	the	man	himself!		

		

What	is	at	issue	here?		It’s	the	blindness	of	the	disciples	to	the	Way	of	the	Cross!		As	

before,	the	passion	prediction	leads	on	immediately	to	a	discussion	among	the	

disciples	about	greatness.		They’ve	spectacularly	misunderstood	–	or	misheard	–	

Jesus	previously	(Mark	9:35):	instead	of	taking	seriously	what	he	had	said	about	the	

first	being	last,	and	the	greatest	being	the	servant,	James	and	John	make	a	request	

to	be	the	first!		The	anger	of	the	other	disciples	(10:41)	is	not	outrage	at	such	naked	

bids	for	power,	but	at	being	outflanked:	James	and	john	beat	them	to	it!		That	is	why	

Jesus	calls	The	Twelve	to	him	(rather	than	just	James	and	John)	and	explained	yet	

again	how	wrong-headed	their	notion	of	power	is.		

	

	

		

In	the	kingdoms	of	the	world,	says	Jesus,	power	is	used	to	impose	one’s	will	on	

others	and	to	gain	influence	and	respect.		It	is	“power	over”.		Jesus’	power	–	as	

defined	by	the	Way	of	the	Cross	–	is	the	power	of	servanthood:	“power	on	behalf	

of”.		The	messianic	community,	like	the	kingdom,	is	not	hierarchical.		It	is	a	

community	of	servanthood,	love,	mutual	care	and	provision.	

		

Why	do	we	instinctively	hiss	and	boo	the	brothers?		If	we’re	honest,	we	all	love	

power	–	and	tend	to	love	the	powerful!		That	is	why	we	are	so	fascinated	by	the	

detail	of	the	lives	of	the	rich	and	famous.		It’s	why	we	are	motivated	by	promotion	in	



the	workplace	and	in	the	Church.		Even	in	“flat”,	non-hierarchical	Church	structures	

like	the	United	Reformed	Church,	the	lure	of	key	positions	is	as	strong	as	in	more	

rigidly	hierarchical	forms	of	Church	government.		We	live	in	a	world	of	just	deserts	

and	rewards	–	the	world,	in	other	words,	of	“the	Gentiles”.		True,	our	best	rulers	are	

not	tyrants,	but	the	principle	remains	the	same.	

		

Jesus,	in	other	words,	is	being	radically	subversive	here.		The	contrast	between	the	

kingdom	of	God	and	the	kingdoms	of	the	world	happens	on	two	levels.		There	is	the	

structural	level	–	the	way	in	which	power	is	distributed	in	society.		Power	in	kingdom	

terms	is	non-hierarchical.		It	is	consensual	and	democratic.		Yet	the	emphasis	here	in	

the	gospel	is	not	on	the	structural	but	on	the	heart.		It	is	about	intention	and	

ambition.		James	and	John	are	honest	about	their	intentions	and	ambitions.		They	

want	power,	and	they	assume	Jesus	wants	it	too.		It	is	that	common	sense,	

unexplored	assumption	that	blinds	them	to	what	Jesus	has	told	them.		They	may	

hear	what	Jesus	says	about	powerlessness,	but	the	unconscious	move	is	to	

accommodate	it,	rather	than	to	hear	the	radical	departure	from	the	norm:	Jesus	dos	

not	want	that	sort	of	power!		The	contrast	here	is	between	their	attitude	and	that	of	

Jesus	(as	Paul	writes	in	Philippians	2:	5-11).		Jesus	is	“striding	ahead”	in	a	quite	

deliberate	embrace	of	the	powerlessness	of	the	cross:	he	is	going	to	“give	his	life	as	a	

ransom	for	many”.			But	this	is	“powerlessness”	defined	in	terms	of	“power	

over”.		There	is	a	real	power	to	what	he	is	doing.		It	is	the	power	of	resurrection	–	

the	power	that	is	stronger	than	death	itself.		It	is	the	power	of	love.		And	it	is	power	

that	saves!	

	

	

Going	deeper	into	the	text	(Mark	10:	32-45)	
		

The	new	community	of	Jesus	recognises	and	celebrates	this	rare	gift	of	servant	

leadership.	In	every	area	of	discipleship	the	temptations	of	competitive-	ness,	of	

jealousy,	or	of	protecting	one's	turf	arise.	An	examination	of	conscience	is	in	order	

for	all	who	would	follow	Jesus.	



	

Ask	yourself:	

• Am	I	walking	toward	Jerusalem,	in	the	sense	that	I	am	less	interested	in	

power	now	than	when	I	began	my	discipleship	journey?	

• Am	I	willing	to	“lose	my	life"	in	the	sense	that	Jesus	meant	it—truly	living	for	

values	beyond	and	greater	than	myself?	

• Am	I	open	to	the	idea	that	those	who	would	lead	should	content	themselves	

often	with	following?	

• Do	I	believe	that	leadership	must	always	include	service?	

• Do	I	feel	that	gradually,	over	time,	my	eyes	are	being	opened	to	new	ways	of	

being	human—less	interested	in	status,	position,	titles	and	more	concerned	

about	“the	other,"	especially	the	needy?	

• If	I	am	a	man,	do	I	truly	cherish	the	discipleship	gifts	of	women?	

• Have	I	ever	had	the	experience	of	being	"silenced,"	as	Peter	was,	when	I	

misunderstood	the	servant	nature	of	discipleship?	

• Do	I	understand	that	suffering	has	the	possibility	to	purge,	to	humble,	and	to	

save?	

• Do	I	engage	in	futile	competition	with	other	disciples	of	Jesus?	

• Do	I	have	a	triumphant	spirit	in	working	for	social	change?	Would	I	use	

political	power	to	effect	the	good	I	desire?	Is	this	Jesus'	way?	

• In	working	for	social	change,	do	I	relate	more	with	the	Jesus	portrayed	on	the	

mount	of	Transfiguration	than	with	the	Jesus	on	the	mount	of	crucifixion?	

• In	seeking	to	expel	the	demons	of	this	world,	do	I	rely	only	on	human	

resources	without	turning	to	prayer?	

• Do	I	see	all	the	struggles	for	social	righteousness	as	examples	of	the	ageless	

and	apocalyptic	contest	between	the	powers	of	light	and	the	powers	of	

death?	

• Do	I	believe	that	the	transformation	of	the	world	will	be	accomplished	

ultimately	from	the	bottom	up?	

• Am	I	inclined	to	impose	what	I	see	as	“the	good”	in	areas	of	social	change?	

• Am	I	convinced	that	God's	reign	ultimately	depends	on	God	and	not	on	me?	



Make	a	list	of	all	the	activities	in	your	life:	home,	work,	social	circles,	church,	leisure.	

Judge	each	against	the	questions	raised	above.	Pay	particular	attention	to	your	work	

setting,	because	many	disciples	do	not	consider	this	a	principal	arena	for	efforts	to	

build	the	reign	of	God.	List	the	good	and	bad	aspects	of	your	work	setting.	Are	you	

contributing	to	those	aspects	of	your	workplace	that	reflect	Jesus’	values?	Are	you	

doing	something	about	those	aspects	that	contradict	Jesus’	values?	

	

	

All	age	worship	ideas	(Mark	10:	32-45)	
		

One	of	the	keys	to	good	all	age	worship	is	to	keep	it	simple	and	relatively	short.	

Ideally	aim	for	a	service	of	45-50	minutes.	That’s	not	to	say	a	service	can’t	be	longer	

but	if	you	are	thinking	of	1hr30+	think	carefully	about	your	use	of	space	and	above	

all	else	be	creative,	take	risks	and	have	fun	–	partying	is	integral	to	the	kingdom	but	

we’ll	leave	that	for	a	year	on	Luke…	

	

Reflections	

The	Messianic	journey	to	Jerusalem	has	begun	and	James	and	John	are	excited!	The	

implication	is	that	their	understanding	of	the	mission	of	Jesus	and	their	role	

alongside	him	is	still	shaped	by	an	earth	bound	view	of	politics.	They	want	to	share	in	

Jesus’	glory	but	they	see	the	suggestions	of	death	that	Jesus	makes	as	metaphor	for	

the	tough	time	ahead	that	will	eventually	result	in	his	being	established	as	king.	

Jesus	however	knows	that	this	path	will	only	lead	one	way	–	to	death	on	a	cross.	It	is	

the	cross	that	turns	the	understanding	of	power	on	its	head.	

	

Kingdom	Leadership	is	not	like	that	of	Rome	with	its	might,	arrogance	and	injustice,	

it	is	built	on	serving.	Our	politics	today	may	imply	a	way	of	service	but	they	still	

essentially	create	opportunities	for	power	and	perceived	greatness.	

	

As	Tom	Wright	puts	it:	‘The	cross…is	God’s	way	of	putting	the	world,	and	ourselves,	

to	rights,	it	challenges	and	subverts	all	the	human	systems	which	claim	to	put	the	



world	to	rights	but	in	fact	only	succeed	in	bringing	a	different	set	of	humans	out	on	

top.’	

		

The	way	of	Jesus	is	not	to	create	a	different	arena	where	we	can	claim	a	status	but	

one	where	we	submit	ourselves	completely	to	the	service	of	our	neighbours	as	God	

directs	us	even	where	that	means	laying	down	our	lives	–	as	it	will	for	James	in	his	

death	and	John	in	his	exile.	

	

The	marks	of	kingdom	leadership	are	humility,	justice	and	love.	Jesus	reminds	his	

friends	of	this	as	he	signposts	them	with	his	quote	from	Isaiah.	

		

Ideas	

Place	5	large	hula	hoops	on	the	floor,	or	make	5	large	circles	using	string.	In	each	

circle	put	one	A4	‘label’	with	one	of	the	following:	

	

1.	Children’s	and	Youth	ministry	

2.	Worship	leading	and/or	preaching	ministry	

3.	Caring	ministries	e.g.	pastoral	visiting,	food	bank,	acts	of	justice	etc.	

4.	Evangelism	and	relationship	building	ministries	

5.	Following	Jesus	on	the	path	to	suffering	and	death	

		

Invite	everyone	to	imagine	that	we	are	in	a	world	where	we	each	have	to	fulfil	a	

specific	role	or	duty	and	that	each	individual	has	to	make	a	choice.	They	must	step	

into	one	of	the	circles.	

	

Give	people	time	to	think	about	this	and	then	to	move.	Once	they	have	put	

themselves	in	a	circle	give	them	an	opportunity	to	change	then	go	into	‘lockdown’.	

Perhaps	ask	one	or	two	from	each	circle	why	they	chose	that	particular	place.	

	

Although	this	is	only	a	broad,	and	brief,	selection	of	roles	in	the	life	and	ministry	of	

the	church	they	all	have	equal	merit	–	one	key	role	omitted	is	that	of	administration	

–	onerous	for	those	who	aren’t	gifted	in	that	area	but	a	real	blessing	for	and	from	



those	who	are.	

	

Inform	people	that	you	tricked	them	a	little	–	this	isn’t	an	imaginary	world	and	that	

God	is	calling	them	to	use	their	gifts	and	to	enable	others	to	release	their	gifts	as	an	

investment	in	the	kingdom	of	God.	That	is	what	being	part	of	church	means.	

	

You	may	find	that	no-one	or	only	a	few	step	into	circle	5	–	it	is	a	sobering	thought	to	

realize	that	when	we	answer	the	call	to	follow	Jesus	circle	5	is	a	given	–	it	is	part	of	

the	choice	we	make.	Circles	1	to	4	are	about	call	and	vocation	as	we	each	learn	what	

discipleship	means	for	us.	Circle	5	is	the	burden	of	every	disciple	but	the	hope	of	

Easter	is	that	the	way	of	suffering	and	death	is	also	the	path	to	resurrection.	

		

Prayer	

Take	the	opportunity	to	use	the	labels	to	pray	for	every	area	of	the	church’s	life	and	

ministry.	If	you	have	space	spread	the	hoops/circles	more	widely	and	invite	everyone	

who	is	able	to	stand	in	and	around	one	circle	as	you	pray	then	everyone	moves	in	

turn	to	the	next	circle	and	so	on.	Perhaps	have	some	chairs	to	hand	for	those	who	

cannot	stand	so	that	they	are	included	or	invite	them	to	move	to	the	front	row	if	

mobility	is	an	issue.	

	

	

Liturgies	and	hymns	(Mark	10:	32-45)	
		

This	is	where	you	can	find	hymn	suggestions	and	liturgies	for	use	with	this	week's	

text.	

	

CALL	TO	WORSHIP	(USING	CONGREGATIONAL	RESPONSES)	

	

One:					We	may	come	here	for	a	glimpse	of		glory,	

Many:			But	Jesus	asks	us:		“Can	you	drink	the	cup	that	I	drink?”	

	



One:					The	cup	of	Jesus’	own	life:	struggle	and	joy;	suffering	and	hope.	

												Fullness	of	life!	We	may	come	here	to	get	close	to	Jesus,	

Many:			And	Jesus	asks	us:	“Can	you	be	baptized	with	my	baptism?”	

	

One:					Baptized	into	the	reign	of	God,	

												where	the	Spirit	breaks	down	barriers	among	all	people	

												and	creates	new	relationships!	

													We	may	come	here	for	honor	or	fame,	

Many:			But	Jesus	challenges	us:		“To	become	great	you	must	serve!”	

	

One:					Why	are	we	here?	

Many:			To	drink	the	cup	of	fullness	of	life;	

																																	To	immerse	ourselves	in	Jesus’	struggle	for	justice	and	peace;	

																																	To	learn	how	to	serve	so	that	the	world	may	be	healed.	

		

~	written	by	the	Rev.	Dr.	Kristina	Lizardy-Hajbi,	and	posted	on	the	United	Church	of	

Christ’s	Worship	Ways	website.			

		

	READING	

Instead	of		one		person		reading		the	scriptures,	the		passage		for		today		lends	

itself		to		a	number		of		people		reading		parts.	Here’s	a	suggestion	using	The	Message	

translation:	

	

Narrator;	James	and	John,	Zebedee’s	sons,	came	up	to	Jesus	

James	and	john		“Teacher,	we	have	something	we	want	you	to	do	for	us.”	

Jesus	;		What	is	it?	I’ll	see	what	I	can	do.”	

James	and	john		“Arrange	it	“so	that	we	will	be	awarded	the	highest	places	of	honor	

in	your	glory—one	of	us	at	your	right,	the	other	at	your	left.”	

Jesus,	“You	have	no	idea	what	you’re	asking.	Are	you	capable	of	drinking	the	cup	I	

drink,	of	being	baptized	in	the	baptism	I’m	about	to	be	plunged	into?”	

James	and		john	“Sure,”	they	said.	“Why	not?”	

Jesus,	“Come	to	think	of	it,	you	will	drink	the	cup	I	drink,	and	be	baptized	in	my	



baptism.	But	as	to	awarding	places	of	honor,	that’s	not	my	business.	There	are	other	

arrangements	for	that.”	

Narrator	When	the	other	ten	heard	of	this	conversation,	they	lost	their	tempers	with	

James	and	John.	Jesus	got	them	together	to	settle	things	down.	

Jesus	“You’ve	observed	how	godless	rulers	throw	their	weight	around,”	he	said,	“and	

when	people	get	a	little	power	how	quickly	it	goes	to	their	heads.	It’s	not	going	to	be	

that	way	with	you.	Whoever	wants	to	be	great	must	become	a	servant.	Whoever	

wants	to	be	first	among	you	must	be	your	slave.	That	is	what	the	Son	of	Man	has	

done:	He	came	to	serve,	not	to	be	served—and	then	to	give	away	his	life	in	exchange	

for	many	who	are	held	hostage.”	

		

An		unusual		way		to	begin	the		service		or		maybe		as	an		introduction		into		prayers	

would		be		to			play	BB	King's	A	Servant's	Prayer	

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlzG4zUFrDU	

		

and		of		course	you		could		sing			Graham			Kendrick’s			Servant	King,	

but		what		about		interrupting		the		verses	with		a	time		of		silence	

or		prayer		or		maybe		projecting		images		while		people		sing	

or		between		the		verses?		Here’s	an		example	that	you	can	purchase;	

more		can		be		found		at:	



	

		

	

	

	

		

Or	maybe	poems	might	work	and	again	here	is	an	example	

Heart	of	a	Servant	

by	Donna	Hendrix	

	

Lord,	I	pray	you	give	me	a	servant's	heart	

Your	will	for	me	I	seek	to	impart	

I	pray	that	I	look	around	and	find	those	in	need	

That	your	compassion	and	love	will	guide	my	deeds	

For	as	your	child	you	want	me	to	serve	



You	want	to	see	actions	not	mere	words	

Please	help	to	open	my	heart	wide	

To	freely	give	and	not	deny	

My	God	you	came	to	earth	to	serve	and	to	save	

For	a	heart	like	yours	I	do	truly	crave	

Let	me	be	as	you;	compassionate	and	kind	

Let	your	spirit	live	through	my	heart	and	mind	

I	want	to	give	only	my	best	for	you	

So	that	when	my	life	on	earth	is	through	

There	will	be	no	question	that	I	stood	for	you	

		

	Some	more	traditional	word	prayers	

		

Leader:	My	people	hunger	for	living	signs	of	my	love	for	

Them.	Whom	shall	I	send?	

All	Here	am	I,	send	me!	

	

Leader:	My	people	are	weary,	and	long	for	

Encouragement	as	they	labour	at	tasks	with	few	

Stopping	to	thank	them.	Whom	shall	I	send?	

All	Here	am	I,	send	me!	

	

Leader:	My	people	yearn	to	have	their	giftedness	called	

Forth	in	the	service	of	love.	Whom	shall	I	send?	

All	Here	am	I,	send	me!	

	

Leader:	My	people	live	in	an	age	which	prizes	

Individualism,	and	starves	their	need	to	contribute	to	

Something	bigger	than	themselves.	Whom	shall	I	send?	

All	Here	am	I,	send	me!	

	

Leader:	My	people	thirst	for	leaders	who	reveal	me	as	a	



God	of	hope	who	accompanies	them	

In	their	struggle	and	pain.	Whom	shall	I	send?	

All	Here	am	I,	send	me!	

	

Leader:	My	people	long	for	leaders	who	have	tasted	

Their	brokenness,	and	have	learned	to	serve	with	

Humility	and	joy.	Whom	shall	I	send?	

All	Here	am	I,	send	me!	

	

Leader:	My	people’s	eyes	and	hearts	search	for	role	

Models	who	honour	my	presence	in	the	poor,	the	

Hungry,	the	grieving,	the	peacemakers,	and	those	

Wrongly	persecuted	for	my	sake.	Whom	shall	I	send?	

All	here	am	I,	send	me!	

		

	Lord	God,	You	know	the	hidden	parts	of	our	hearts,	

Come	now	and	fill	us	with	the	spirit	of	sincerity	

As	we	dedicate	ourselves	to	you	

And	to	service	within	Your	Kingdom.	

	

Lord,	we	desire	to	serve	you	and	others	

With	a	totality	of	heart,	soul	and	strength.	

We	strive	to	live	within	the	simplicity	of	the	gospels,	

Open	and	obedient	to	Your	Voice	

And	whole	in	our	loving.	

	

Lord	and	Divine	Friend,	

We	dedicate	ourselves	anew	to	the	vows	of	Baptism,	

To	a	life	of	prayer	and	worship	of	you.	

We	re-commit	ourselves	to	being	servants	

To	the	needs	of	those	around	us	

And	to	the	needs	of	all	the	world.	



	

May	we	find	holiness	and	salvation	here,	

In	this	place	at	this	time,	

Where	You,	Lord,	have	placed	us.	Amen	

https://diometuchen.org/assets/Uploads/Documents/DiocesanPlanning/ParishPasto

ralCouncilResources/diocesanplanningprayerforservantsofgod.pdf	


